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According to "senior administration officials and diplomats" cited by the New York Times
(01/13/88), national security adviser Lt. Gen. Colin Powell has informed the presidents of El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Costa Rica that if the contras fail to obtain more aid from
the US Congress, their respective nations could experience serious economic and political
consequences. In brief, the four presidents have been urged to criticize Nicaragua for failure
to comply with the regional peace accord at a summit beginning Jan. 15. Their comments will
reportedly have a major impact on a February vote by the US Congress on a new contra aid
proposal. During a tour of Central America excluding Nicaragua last week, Powell recommended
that the four presidents publicly denounce the Nicaraguan government. He told them they should
not expect assistance from Washington if they need more economic aid as a result of "difficulties
caused by the Sandinistas' being suddenly unrestrained by the contras" (NYT). Powell reportedly
said that if the contras are diminished, "there will not be a sudden surge of interest in things Central
American or other kinds of aid." Reporters were told at a briefing in Washington on Jan. 12 that
Powell "was not making threats, veiled or otherwise." Instead, the reporters were told, Powell
described what he believed to be the "inevitable consequences" if the Reagan administration loses
the contra vote. Asst. Secretary of State Elliott Abrams accompanied Powell on the Central American
tour. Democratic whip, Rep. Tony Coelho (D-Calif.), was cited by the Times as saying that Powell
was attempting to "manipulate the peace process to avoid a settlement." A group of congressional
opponents of more contra aid, headed by Rep. David Bonior (D-Mich.), are scheduled to travel to
Costa Rica to see how they can influence the five presidents' final statement. Abrams was cited as
saying he expected the Nicaraguan government to announce concessions this weekend to forestall
a harsh judgment on its peace accord compliance record. He spoke of a "weekend surprise." At
a Jan. 7 news conference in Washington, Secretary of State George Shultz said the US believes
Nicaragua is a "long way" from democratization, amnesty, and a cease-fire. Despite some progress,
Shultz said he saw no "prospect" of Nicaragua complying with the accord. "They have not even
effectively addressed a process of negotiating a cease-fire...That has begun, and I think Cardinal
(Miguel) Obando y Bravo's efforts are wonderful, but he's having great difficulty." According to
Shultz, "There are many political prisoners, even though some have been released. The emergency
law remains in effect, and so on. So the steps that were called for by the Guatemala City agreement
have not been put in place. And that's what's necessary." While refusing to specify an amount or the
form the aid might take, Shultz said President Reagan would ask Congress for additional military
and economic aid for the contras. The explanation for another aid request, he said, was because it
is "important, in our view, and I think in the view of anyone who looks sensibly at that situation,
to continue to support the Nicaraguans who are fighting for freedom and independence in their
country...The success of [the contras'] efforts has been one of the important motivating factors in
bringing about the Guatemala City accord...I think continued support for them is necessary if we're
going to have a good prospect of realizing on those accords, if not on January 15, at some subsequent
time..." (Basic data from AP, 01/07/88; New York Times, 01/13/88)
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